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Debates about populism, the crisis of democracy and the backlash against globalisation are all  raging. But very few 
people seem to be asking two essential groups of questions: in what ways is the nation-state changing and in what 
ways has it been surpassed? And what are the most effective polit ical forms to f ind civic agency in this new context? 
 
Nation-states are not disappearing as some globalisation theorists may have suggested in other decades, but neither 
are they the best polit ical forms for our future. Fearing our collective incapacity to solve global challenges, cit izens 
retract to the known container of the nation-state; but this only makes the problem worse. What comes after nation-
states and how do we get there? This is the question the School of Transnational Activism is aiming to answer.
 
European Alternatives is collaborating with a group of leading thinkers and activists to launch the School for 
Transnational Activism, a reflective and action-oriented space, gathering participants across discipl ines to experiment 
and explore how to art iculate and enact a radically democratic vision of polit ics beyond the nation-state.
 
The School takes inspiration from systemic, cit izens-led alternatives and movements for social justice, democratic 
participation and economic transformation. It seeks to support the next generation of activists, to inject disruptive and 
practice-based ideas in the public debate across the world and inspire others that only a move beyond the nation-state 
can create the condit ions for systemic change in the f ields of polit ics, economy, ecology, education and culture for 
people l iving in and outside of Europe.



THE CURRICULUM
The workshops wil l  combine lectures, participatory courses, open spaces and public events. We wil l  mix expert input 
and theoretical reflection with hands-on experience, peer-to-peer learning and sharing of concrete examples of 
innovative transnational init iat ives. In this f irst year, we wil l  create together a model for the School that wil l  shape its 
future! We are organising a series of three workshops for 25 activists  aiming to:

Explore and examine the ways in which cit izens, social movements, polit ical parties, protest groups, trade unions and 
others already act beyond borders and foster a new vision of Europe beyond the nation-state; 
Build the in-person relationships that can become a community of knowledge and practice art iculating and 
strengthening an ambitious discourse against the fai l ing status quo and nationalist retrenchment; 
Communicate the ideas we generate together through art icles, podcasts or videos and directly organise a number of 
public sessions that can engage a wider audience at the Transeuropa Festival 2019 in Palermo;



June 20-23th, 2019, Warsaw, Poland:  the introductory 3-day workshop wil l  introduce the main themes and 

approach of the school and get participants working together creatively from the beginning. It wil l  take place 

alongside the Warsaw Biennale, at the same time as TRANSUNIONS, organized by art ist Jonas Staal, a gathering of 

about 15 organizations invested in theorizing and practicing new models of emancipatory transnationalism.

September 12-15th, 2019, Rijeka, Croatia :  the second 3-day workshop wil l  take place in Rijeka, European Capital 

of Culture in 2020, and a site of struggle for workers’ r ights in a post-industrial economy, with a focus on class.

November 7-10th, 2019, Palermo, Italy:  the third 3-day workshop wil l  take place alongside the Transeuropa 

Festival 2019, European Alternatives f lagship polit ical, cultural and art ist ic events. School participants wil l  be 

responsible for the organisation of a number of public sessions during the Festival.

The first year courses wil l  take place in various locations. They wil l  be based on a foundational course developed by 
European Alternatives that wil l  include sessions from leading thinkers and activists, including :

In between workshops, online sessions wil l  be organised to fol low up on the ideas and proposals generated by the 
participants as well as complimentary webinars for further inspiration. 

Attendance to all three workshops is compulsory.



The course wil l  be designed to incorporate some preparatory readings and reflection, as well as some participation in a 

forum with co-participants.

Similarly, the fol low up process wil l  be planned to continue to share and develop ideas in between the residential 

workshops: the participants wil l  be engaged in producing art icles, podcasts, videos, public space activit ies or other 

innovative formats that can engage a wider audience in support of a radically democratic Europe. The productions can 

be run alone or in cooperation with other participants of the workshop. The outcomes wil l  be presented at the 

Transeuropa Festival 2019 in Palermo, and can be combined with a workshop or discussion.

Co-creating transnational alternatives



Who should apply?

We aim to bring together dynamic and enthusiastic activists from across Europe and from diverse movements to engage 

with and reflect on a wide breadth of issues which relate to the crisis of national polit ics and society. The success and 

interest of the school depends on you, and so we are looking for participants ful l  of ideas, experiences, stories and 

projects to share. 

Over 18 years old.
Proficient in English.
Available on all the dates of the workshops (20-23rd June in Warsaw, 12-15th September in Rijeka and 7-10th 
November in Palermo).
Track record of activism in or reflection on key topics such as migration, citizenship, feminism, gender, climate 
justice, data and digital rights.
Committed to contribute to the program of the Transeuropa Festival 2019 in Palermo, in forms of presentations, 
debates, workshops, installations, based on the content co-produced in the workshops.

We value  the participation of people of al l  ages. We are also particularly welcoming applications from people from ethnic 

minorit ies, people of colour, people from LGBTQI+ communities, people with disabil i t ies and people who identify with 

disadvantaged economic classes. If you don’t identify as one of these groups, we we sti l l  want you to apply, and if you 

know potential candidates please send this call to them.

Would you like to be part of it?  Then, we have a couple of requirements. You must be:



All applicants wil l  be notif ied of the selection results the last week of April .  Please note that al l  the personal 

information and data collected wil l  only be used for the purpose of the application process to the workshop series 

and wil l  be deleted after the deadline. In case you agree to receive further information from European Alternatives, 

we wil l  only store the fol lowing data: your name, e-mail address and city of residence. 

 

The course is offered free of charge  for selected participants. Travel expenses to and from the training venues are 
not covered  by European Alternatives. We can offer a l imited number of partial or ful ly funded scholarships for 

covering travel to and from the workshop venues, which you may ask for in the online form. Other costs, such as 

accommodation and food costs wil l  be fully covered .  An invitation letter can be issued to facil i tate the delivery of 

visas to attend the workshops.

Click here to apply for the training before Monday, April 22nd 
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ANY QUESTIONS?
Contact Martin, m.pairet@euroalter.com

The School of Transnational Activism is co-funded by the Europe for Cit izens Programme of the European Union:


